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1895 Course of law study
extended to three years

1961 Institute of Continuing
Legal Education established

1896 First summer session held

1962 Committee of Visitors
established

1902 First issue of Michigan
Law Review published

LAW SCHOOL ENROLLS
ITS FIRST ST,UDENTS
1859 James Valentine
Campbell, Thomas MacIntyre
Cooley, and Charles Irish
Walker appointed law
professors
1859 First law department
lecture given to students
1863 First law building
completed

1868 First African American
student admitted
1870 First female student
admitted

1910 Henry Moore Bates
appointed dean, serving until

1939
1915 Law department changed
to Law School by Regental
action

1922-33 Law Quadrangle
constructed

1883 First full-time professor
appointed
1890 First LL.M. degrees granted, tvvo to students from Japan

1971 Clinical law program
established

1983 Smith Library addition
opened

1996 Legal Practice Program
1939 Cases and Materials on
the Law of Future Interests,
Lewis M. Simes, published
1942-46 Judge Advocate
General's (JAG) School in
operation
1946 Cases on Remedies:
II, Restitution at Law and in
Equity, John P Dawson and
Edgar N. Durfee, published

1877 Clarence Darrow
studies law

1969 Basic Criminal Procedure:
Cases, Comments and Questions, Yale Kamisar, Jerold H.
Israel (and Wayne R. Lafave),
published

1953 International Law: Cases
and Materials, William W.
Bishop Jr. published
1954 International legal studies
program expanded by Ford
Foundation grant

established

1998 Center for International
and Comparative Law
established
2001 Transnational Law added
as graduation requirement
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LAW SCHOOL
SESQUICENTENNIAL

Hutchins Hall is named for Harry B. Hutchins,

The Legal Research Building
includes ten floors of library
stacks (which were constructed in two phases of six lower
and four upper floors), offices
for law student organizations,
a coffee shop, faculty and
administrative offices, a replica
of William Cook's study Iincluding a portion of
his personal library), and clinic space, all in
addition to the Reading Room.
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University president when the Law Quadrangle

. Like the rest of the Quadrangle, the Lawyers

was constructed. Hutchins Ha ll includes

Club is constructed of granite and limestone

almost all of the Law School lecture halls and

and roofed in heavy slate. The Lawyers Club

classrooms, a moot courtroom, the student

includes housing for approximately 260 stu-

computing center, interview space for

dents !most in private rooms), a marble -

law firm recruiters, a student lounge

floored dining hall that features carvings of

and locker rooms, and faculty and

eminent jurists, a gracious lounge, laundry

administrative offices, including the dean's

facilities, a game room, and a limited number

office. It totals 109,847 square feet, the major-

of guest rooms. Graduates of the Law School

ity of which is used for teaching classes and

are awarded life membership in the Lawyers

seminars. A series of 36 stained glass "car-

Club. Among the special amenities available

toons" symbolizing various petty offenses,

to law students who dine at the Lawyers

crimes, and areas of legal practice grace the

Club are language tables where meals can

first floor windows; the cartoon of Mayhem is a

be taken with conversation in French,

favorite, featuring footba ll players in action.

Spanish, German, or Japanese.

Hutchins Hall

..a. Lawyers Club

Dining Hall

Law Library,
Smith Addition •
A

The Reading Room, jewel of the

Legal Research

..a. lawyers Club (Sections A-J)

Legal Research Building, is a
campus landmark. Graced with
tracery stained-glass windows,
a 60-foot vaulted ceiling, pollard oak wainscoting, and cork
floors for quiet passage, it
served fo r decades as the main

,. John P. Cook Dormitory
!Sections K-P)

study space for law students.

The sidewalk on the east end of the

The Reading Room is a spac e

Quadran gle run s along the roof of th e Law

designed to lift the mind and the spirit. The
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Library. The Allan and Alene Smith Law

Center for Internation al and Comparative Law

Library Addition, opened in 1981, was built

and several of the School's law clinics are

below ground to preserve the visua l integri-

LAW QUADRANGLE

housed here. A guide to the stained glass

ty of th e Law Quadrangle. The library, one of

seals is located between the elevators.

he first law department lecture was delivered to Unive rs ity of

the very best in the world, holds more than

Michigan students on October 5, 1859. Since then, the Law School has

941,220 volumes, 9,730 periodicals, state-ofbecome one of the outstanding centers for legal education in the

th e- art electronic research capabilities,
comfortab le study carrels, and a superbly
skilled staff. Law faculty, students, judges,
lawyers, and scholars
th roughout the country

world. Its greatness derives from the exceptional faculty and students who have
The John P. Cook Room was included in the
been drawn to Ann Arbor. Since 1933, the unique design and beauty of the Law

residential portion of the Law Qua drangle as

...::;..,

a memorial to William W. Cook's father.
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and abroad use the
library as a center for
th eir lega l research.
The Jackier Rare Book
Room, opened in 1996,
contains more tha n
20,000 rare books and
manuscripts.
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class of 1882, funded construe-

.

lion of the Law Qu adrangle.
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Construction began in 1922 and

Qu adrangle have provid ed an incomparable environment in which members of this
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William W. Cook, Law School •
·

·

community of scholars have developed their talents .
Construction of the Quadrangle took more than a dec ade. The result, refl ecting

~l

w as completed 11 years later. Cook had previously provided a gift for the construction of

the exquisite craft of artisans in stone, glass, wood, and iro nwork, is one of t he
nation's supre me architectural landmarks. Two boo ks published by the University of

the Martha Cook residence, located directly
east of the Law Quadrangle. In addition to his

Michigan Press provid e greater detail about the significance and development of

gifts for facilities, Cook created a perm anent
endowment for faculty research. Cook was
integrally involved with the design of the

the Law Quadrangle: The Michigan Law Quadrangle: Architecture and Origins, by
Kathryn Horste, and The Uses of Art: M edieva l Metaphor in the Michigan Law

Quadrangle, working closely with the archit ects York and Sawyer and specifying many
details person ally, but he never visited th e
completed Law Quadrangle.
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